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T R A N S I T I O N  2 0 1 8  -   F R E E L A N C E R  -  PA U L I N E  F I N D L AY  -  ‘ S TA R T U P ’  S TO R Y  R O C K  S TA R

In July 2018, Senior Audiologist, 
Lyndal Carter, from Australia’s 
National Acoustic Laboratory 
(NAL), approached Pauline to 
create a film that would illustrate 
their 70 year history. This film 
would be used as the main tool for 
a recruitment drive for new 
‘healthy hearing’ volunteers 
around Australia. 

The film was produced over 
several months and during this 
development time Pauline 
interviewed senior NAL research 
staff and past volunteers. The final 
film was emotionally engaging and 
resulted in an increase in 
volunteers in all states around 
Australia. The film is also 
screened by NAL at international 
conferences, to showcase their 
incredible work to hearing 
research peers.

This film provided a window into 
the lives of people living with a 
hearing loss. The volunteers were 
able to explain on camera how 
their lives have improved over the 

last 20 years through the research 
NAL provides.

This project was the moment 
Pauline went from a ‘gun for hire’, 
a freelance filmmaker, to… ‘Solo 
Startup - Entrepreneur’ through 
her business, Story Rock Star. 

Pauline has never looked back. 
Story Rock Star’s income has 
increased 70% year on year. 

Pauline is able to create a profit 
while making a major IMPACT in 
the hearing loss sector in 
Australia.

From 2008 - 2018 Pauline was a 
freelance filmmaker and author.

In July 2018 she stepped up to 
become a solo start up 
entrepreneur, switching roles to 
put herself in the hiring seat!



S O U N D  C O N N E C T S  U S  -  N A L  &  A U S T R A L I A N  H E A R I N G   

Link to NAL video: http://bit.ly/2lZLQU7

http://bit.ly/2lZLQU7
http://bit.ly/2lZLQU7






In October 2019, Alison King 
from ‘Hearing Australia’ engaged 
Story Rock Star to create three 
short documentaries. 

These three films were created 
to complement a training 
module, to educate audiologists 
about the challenges young 
adults have managing their 
hearing needs.

Hearing Australia asked ‘Hear for 
You’  to come on board in a  joint 
venture. ‘Hear for You’ sourced 
the talent for the documentaries 
from their teenage workshops, 
past mentors and mentees.

Pauline interviewed subjects 
from various backgrounds on 
what it was like living with a 
hearing loss.

Jackson, in his first year of 
university, explained in raw 
honesty the mental health 
challenges young adults face 
having a hearing loss. 

Heather, a new mother, 
explained the real life juggle she 
experiences getting to 
appointments with a baby in tow.

Bec, a working professional, 
talked about the positive 
relationship she has with her 
audiologist. She mentioned how 
she wished more audiologists 
understood how important sign 
language can be for someone 
with a hearing loss. 

Their personal stories created a 
connection with the viewer that 
can’t be achieved in ‘slide style’ 
presentations for a training 
module. 

The outcome was incredible, 
Alison was blown away by the 
stories. She created a 
company screening for her 
peers at Hearing Australia. 

M I C R O - D O C U M E N TA R I E S  -   H E A R I N G  A U S T R A L I A



T E S T I M O N I A L  -   H E A R I N G  A U S T R A L I A



C O R P O R AT E  V I D E O  -   H E A R I N G  A U S T R A L I A  -  W H O  A R E  O U R  Y O U N G  A D U LT  C L I E N T S ?

Bec Story: https://bit.ly/31n7lB4

Jackson Story: https://bit.ly/2AcUNBe

Heather Story: https://bit.ly/2BeoUIT

https://bit.ly/2AcUNBe
https://bit.ly/2AcUNBe


D E A F  F I L M  F E S T I VA L  -   H E A R  F O R  Y O U



HEAR FOR YOU is a charity run by deaf people for deaf 
teenagers. Story Rock Star works with ‘Hear for You’ to run 
filmmaking and acting workshops.
 
These workshops give teenagers the tools to tell their stories over 
two weekends. This may be the only opportunity for a deaf teenager 
to meet another deaf teen! All films are shot using an iPhone and 
edited on a Mac Book Pro in Apple Final Cut.
 
Story Rock Star worked with ‘Hear for You’ to establish the first 
Deaf Film Festival in Sydney for teenagers to screen their stories.

In 2020 Pauline from Story Rock Star had to adapt to the Covid-19 
Pandemic and turn the physical workshops into ‘Virtual 
Filmmaking’ workshops on Zoom. 

In two weeks she made her live format completely online ready for 
her students. 

Hear for You website: http://www.hearforyou.com.au

Hear for You Film Festival Winning Film: http://bit.ly/2kNuOsh

Testimonial from Ray, a student of the Film workshop: http://bit.ly/2lZOrxl

http://www.hearforyou.com.au
http://bit.ly/2kNuOsh
http://bit.ly/2lZOrxl
http://www.hearforyou.com.au
http://bit.ly/2kNuOsh
http://bit.ly/2lZOrxl


A D A P T I N G  TO  C O V I D - 1 9  -  V I R T U A L  F I L M M A K I N G  W O R K S H O P S  



H E A R  F O R  YO U  -  V I R T U A L  F I L M M A K I N G  W O R K S H O P S  -  A D A P T I N G  TO  A  PA N D E M I C

In March 2020 the ‘Hear for 
You’  Rock Your World 
Filmmaking workshops were 
due to kick off around Australia, 
starting in Sydney. 

Students had enrolled, cameras 
were about to roll, then… 
Covid-19 locked down Australia 
on March 12. Everyone was 
devastated.

Suddenly deaf students were 
home alone and unable to 
connect with their peers.

Story Rock Star swung into 
action to create a Virtual 
Filmmaking Workshop 
through Zoom in two weeks. 

This online course had eight 
sessions that rolled out over 
eight weeks across Zoom.

Using their mobile 
phones,students were able to 
create films about what it was 
like to be living through a 
pandemic, in isolation.

This year the course was also 
able to reach students in 
remote locations who couldn’t 
normally get to major cities for 
the ‘in person’ workshops. 

The depth of stories this year 
was incredible. 

Story Rock Star and ‘Hear for 
You’ are now creating a Virtual 
Watch Party to screen the 
student films in early 
September. 

As part of the online course, 
Pauline set up a Padlet Wall to 
connect with her students 
virtually. She would put up 
information on topics like gear 
the students might like invest in. 
It was also a place they could 
just ask questions when they 
were on set shooting their films.

PADLET link: 

https://bit.ly/3879WR1



H E L P  U S  S U P P O R T  G R A C E  -  H E A R  F O R  Y O U  



H E A R  F O R  Y O U  -  H E L P  U S  H E L P  G R A C E  C A M PA I G N

The ‘Help us Help 
Grace’ campaign was 
created to provide insights 
into the world of a deaf 
teenager. 

The film was created 
using an iPhone, to add to 
the visual texture of the 
teenage world.  Through 
the film we are able to 
show Grace’s daily 
hearing experience with 
her peers.

With the help of 
audiologists and sound 
engineers at NAL 
(National Acoustic 
Laboratories) we give 
the audience a powerful 
experience of deafness in 
two minutes. 

The power of the film 
raised the public profile 
for ‘Hear For You' through 

social media and national 
conferences. This led to 
further corporate and 
organisational support.

There are 8,000 deaf or 
hard of hearing teenagers 
in Australia, 87% of the 
them are the only student 
in their class with a 
hearing loss. We wanted 
to show Grace’s daily 
hearing challenges. 

Pauline came up with the 
idea of using sound 
design to illustrate the 
actual way Grace hears a 
conversation even with 
the assistance of Hearing 
Aids.

Hear for You website page: 

http://bit.ly/2Rzf0EO

Link to film on Vimeo: 

http://bit.ly/2kNtrK9

http://bit.ly/2Rzf0EO
http://bit.ly/2kNtrK9
http://bit.ly/2Rzf0EO
http://bit.ly/2kNtrK9


S I L E N T  C E O  -  D AV I D  B R A DY  -  C E O  H E A R  F O R  Y O U  



D AV I D  B R A DY  -  S I L E N T  C E O  -  H E A R  F O R  YO U

LinkedIn article : http://bit.ly/2mmbdQx

The Silent CEO is the brainchild of David 
Brady, the CEO of Hear for You, with 
entrepreneurial support from Pauline. 

David started to blog about his unique 
challenges of being a Deaf CEO.  Pauline 
provides inspiration, editorial support and 
strategic advice on the best way to get 
David’s voice heard in a noisy online 
environment. 

Through his twice monthly blog David has 
elevated the conversation around inclusion 
and diversity. David comes up with a blog 
idea, then runs it by Pauline who will give 
input from a hearing person’s perspective. 

Pauline believes her job is to bring out 
David’s authentic voice. She doesn’t 
squash or over edit David’s voice. What 
has connected David to his audience is his 
real life experience as a Deaf CEO.

Through creating a regular blog David has 
seen corporate sponsorship arrive 

effortlessly that would otherwise have been 
challenging to achieve. In 2018 a corporate 
sponsor provided support after seeing the 
Silent CEO blog, allowing ‘Hear for You’ to 
extend its Mentor Programs. 

Mentor Programs : http://bit.ly/2mdvpDQ

http://bit.ly/2mmbdQx
http://bit.ly/2mdvpDQ
http://bit.ly/2mmbdQx
http://bit.ly/2mdvpDQ




H I G H L I G H T  O F  2 0 1 9  -  S O LO  E N T R E P R E N E U R  O F  T H E  Y E A R  



S T E V I E  A W A R D S  -  W O M E N  I N  B U S I N E S S  -  S O LO  E N T R E P R E N E U R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

Stevie’s Winners 2019 : https://bit.ly/2NC5YGo

The highlight of 2019 for 
Pauline Findlay (Story Rock 
Star) was winning the Women 
in Business Gold Stevie for 
‘Solo Entrepreneur of the 
Year’. 

Pauline travelled from 
Sydney, Australia to New York 
City in November 2019 to be 
in the room with 550 women, 
for the Stevie’s awards 
ceremony. 

She also attended the 
‘Women Future Conference’ 
where she was inspired by 
other female entrepreneurs, 
sharing their war stories and 
victories. 

Pauline returned home to 
Sydney with ‘Stevie’ feeling 
inspired.

In NYC she formed new 
friendships and business 
contacts that she touches in 
with monthly via Zoom, from 
all over the world. 

2020 is the year ‘Story Rock 
Star’ ventures firmly into the 
space of online education for 
teenagers and women. 

Pauline is setting up several 
online courses in filmmaking 
and storytelling for teenagers.

Her big signature program is 
her female empowerment 
program, which rolls out in 
late 2020. 

This program is designed to 
elevate women into their light. 
It gives them the confidence 
to take the steps needed to 
charge into the unknown. In 
doing so, they will help 
change the world for the 
better! 

Pauline believes when 
equality is possible, anything 
is possible… even world 
peace. :) 

https://bit.ly/2NC5YGo
https://bit.ly/2NC5YGo


C O N TA C T  D E TA I L S  -  PA U L I N E  F I N D L AY  

Linked In: https://www.linkedin.com/in/paulinefindlay/

Website: https://www.paulinefindlay.com

Email: pauline@paulinefindlay.com

https://www.linkedin.com/in/paulinefindlay/
https://www.paulinefindlay.com
mailto:pauline@paulinefindlay.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/paulinefindlay/
https://www.paulinefindlay.com
mailto:pauline@paulinefindlay.com
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